Rockwind Community Links Selected by Golf Advisor as
“One of the 24 New Courses That Shaped the 2010s”
Hobbs, NM (January 13, 2020) - Rockwind Community Links in Hobbs, New Mexico, continues to
earn honors for its excellent design and recognition as one of the region’s most popular golf
destinations. Golf Advisor, a global service that provides course reviews and ratings, named
Rockwind as One of the 24 New Courses That Shaped the 2010s. Rockwind was selected to
represent 2015 as the notable North American course of the year.
In its review, Golf Advisor stated: “Take an underperforming municipal layout, repurpose it
complete with imagination, improved soil conditions and low-irrigation plantings and you have
what innovative golf architect Andy Staples champions as a ‘community links.’ The first of these,
in Hobbs, New Mexico, now serves as a thriving golf course, practice and learning center and (for
non-golfers) a public park.”
The Staples design, which opened in May 2015, has received numerous awards from leading golf
publications including: Golfweek’s ranking at #2 in New Mexico in their Best Courses You Can
Play in each state list; inclusion in Golf Digest’s 2017-18 Best in State course ratings at #7; named
one of Golf Digest’s Best New Courses of 2015; and cited as a Top Five New Golf Development in
the World by Golf Inc. Magazine.
“This is another significant honor for Rockwind to be recognized as one of the world’s finest new
golf courses of the last decade,” said Doug McDaniel, Parks & Recreation Director in Hobbs. “For
Golf Advisor to feature Rockwind as one of just 24 courses is a remarkable achievement that we
all celebrate. Everyone associated with the success and prestige of Rockwind is to be
congratulated on this special recognition.”
The facility is considered a trailblazer in uniting golf with the local community. “Community Links”
is a concept introduced by Staples where the focus of the entire project was to link the golf course
to the fabric of life in Hobbs. A special feature is a surrounding trail system complete with
multiple trail heads, various outdoor seating areas, picnic spaces and scenic viewing points,
including access to the site’s five acre lake that overlooks the golf course. The United States Golf
Association also singled out Rockwind for breaking the mold and being more than just a golf
course in a special video entitled “A Model Muni: Rockwind Community Links.”

